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Accreditation Commission for Health Care
We Offer a Better Accreditation Experience 

About ACHC

▪ Founded in 1986.

▪ More than 25 healthcare accreditation programs.

▪ CMS Deeming Authority for Acute Care Hospital 
and Critical Access Hospital.

▪ 98% customer satisfaction rating.

▪ More than 25,000 locations accredited.

Find out how we can help at achc.org.

https://www.achc.org/
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Why ACHC? 

• Straightforward standards.

• Access to real clinical experts. 

• Dedicated account advisors.

• Expert-developed resources.

• Customer care that puts you first.

• Monthly free education opportunities  
for hospital customers.

Accreditation Commission for Health Care
We Offer a Better Accreditation Experience 
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Reduce Risk of Legionella in water systems: The infection control program includes 
processes to reduce the risk of growth and spread of legionella and other 
opportunistic pathogens in building water systems.

Standard 07.02.06 ACH | 18.02.06 CAH

Element #1

• Conducts a risk assessment to identify where Legionella and other opportunistic waterborne 
pathogens (e.g. Pseudomonas, Acinetobacter, Burkholderia, Stenotrophomonas, nontuberculous 
mycobacteria, and fungi) could grow and spread in the water system.

Element #2

• Implements a water management program that considers the ASHRAE industry standard and the CDC 
toolkit, and includes control measures such as physical controls, temperature management, 
disinfectant level control, visual inspections, and environmental testing for pathogens.

Element #3

• Specify testing protocols and acceptable ranges for control measures and document the results of 
testing and corrective actions taken when control limits are not maintained.



5

Example: LAMPS Users

Standard 07.02.06 ACH | 18.02.06 CAH (con’t)

(HC Info, 2024)

ACHC Note: Surveyors have ~15-20 
minutes to cover the water 

management plan compliance. 
LAMPS Users, the “Report” option is 

helpful for surveyors to assess 
competency at a glance.
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ACHCU is a brand of ACHC.  

New to Water Management
▪ Case Investigations

• Suspect v. confirmed healthcare-associated infection of Legionnaires’ Disease
• 1 suspect case within 365 days...partial investigation by state health department
• 1 confirmed case or 2 suspect cases within 365 days...full investigation by state 

health department
• Having an active, defensible WMP and working with an ASSE 12080-certified 

professional could be critical for the facility
• Clinicians testing patients with respiratory symptoms for Legionnaires’ Disease 

upon admission can assist local health departments in distinguishing between 
community-acquired and healthcare-acquired
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ACHCU is a brand of ACHC.  

New to Water Management
▪ ASHRAE Standard 514

• Broader scope and application than ASHRAE Standard 188
• Covers chemical, microbial, and physical water conditions

• Chemical- supplemental disinfection systems
• Microbial- Legionella, Pseudomonas, NTM, etc.
• Physical- scalding risk

• Recommends using FDA Class II filters for ice machines for patient use
• Emphasizes splash guard risk assessments of facilities
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ACHCU is a brand of ACHC.  

New to Water Management
▪ AAMI ST108

• Critical Water v. Utility Water
• Evaluation of Current Processes and Policies in Sterile Processing Department (SPD)

1. Determine what department(s) this applies to
2. Review with the department(s) if they are currently doing any testing of water (either 

internally or having a company do the testing)
3. Evaluate which water sources are critical water and which are utility water (see info sheet 

for distinction)
4. Align new parameters and testing locations with a plan

• Where is the facility needing to test (i.e., where are critical water locations v. where are 
utility water locations)? 

• How often does each location need testing?
• Can the facility test internally or do you need to hire a company to conduct the testing?
• How much would testing cost per year per location (to plan into the next year’s 

budget)?
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ACHCU is a brand of ACHC.  

5 Quick Tips to WMP Success
1. Ensure the water management team is ALL up to date with the WMP 

processes at your facility; know each team member’s strengths

2. Documentation= Key

3. Annually review the entire WMP and documentation each year to 
know what the goals are for the following year

4. Be intentional with your facility’s environmental Legionella 
sampling plan

5. Complete your WICRA and utilize it to assess if your WMP tasks cover 
all potential exposure areas
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ACHCU is a brand of ACHC.  

1. Water Management Team
▪ Maintenance/Facilities/Engineering

▪ Infection Preventionist

▪ Administration

▪ SPD (AAMI ST108)

▪ EVS/Housekeeping

▪ PT (if pool is present)

▪ Quality/Accreditation

▪ Water Management Consultant
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ACHCU is a brand of ACHC.  

2. Documentation!
▪ Monthly chlorine and temperature (hot and cold) readings (POE and 

POUs)

▪ Annual review notes

▪ Quarterly meeting notes

▪ Ice machine cleanings, filter changes, eyewash station flushing, 
quarterly bottled water dispenser disinfections, etc.
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ACHCU is a brand of ACHC.  

3. Annual Review 
▪ Frequent reviews are becoming more prominent

▪ Plan to build it into your facility’s WMP management
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ACHCU is a brand of ACHC.  

4. Intentional Legionella Sampling

(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 2021)
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ACHCU is a brand of ACHC.  

5. CDC’s WICRA

(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 2021)
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ACHCU is a brand of ACHC.  

Access Exclusive ACHC 
Customer Education! 
We hope you enjoyed today’s presentation. Now we 
invite you to take a peek at ACHCU Coffee Chat, our 
free monthly education series for ACHC Hospital 
Accreditation customers. 

Check out two sample sessions:

▪ Infection Prevention

▪ Alternative Life Safety Measures

Access Coffee Chat Now

https://www.achc.org/achc-coffee-chat-access/
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ACHCU is a brand of ACHC.  

Questions?



A purple and white photo of a city
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https://achcu.com/academy/


Thank you
Erica Parker
419-217-3821

erica@watermanagementadvisors.com
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